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In this Issue-
This issue presents readers with a varied collection of essays, fiction, and po-
etry. One of the first pieces I received for this Spring issue, "60 Minutes in Old 
Vienna," came from John Sienicki. John prepared this material for the Second An-
nual GVSU Arts and Humanities Faculty Symposium in November of last year. 
John's wry presentation of some particularly wry voices from the Volkstheater of 
18th century Vienna gives readers an insightful account of this brief period of liber-
ated theater. His colleague Lisa Feurzeig has helped with some wonderful 
translation and adaptation of a couple of scenes into the "Yooper" dialect . . . have 
fun. 
Professor Dewey Hoitenga shares with us a second essay from this same confer-
ence. Dewey's "Four Alternatives to Violence" challenges readers to think more 
fully about the alternatives to violence offered to us by contemporary culture. The 
"ballot, the book, the beautiful, and the Bible" comprise a way for us to organize 
our thinking about this rich and difficult topic of violence and its alternatives. 
James Ballard's "Greeting History and Negotiating Peace" was not presented at 
the Faculty Symposium, but its theme would have certainly been appropriate for 
that forum. Ballard writes of his recent visit to Northern Ireland and he shows us 
through his own personal experience some very new ways of thinking about the 
long-standing political troubles and the barriers to peace in that country. Expecta-
tions confronting reality is the theme that unites these very personal reflections. 
Rob Franciosi shares with the Review a talk he gave recently at the Grand Rapids 
Public Museum. "Facing Cyberhistory and Ourselves" is a lesson about the pitfalls 
and "shadow worlds" buried in the Internet. 
Kurt Ellenberger, a pianist, composer, and Director of Jazz studies at GVSU, 
opens this issue with his essay on the creative process. Kurt does a brilliant job of 
making some difficult musical concepts accessible to general readers, and his no-
tions about creativity help us to better understand how the mysterious creative 
process works against the backdrop of tradition. Ivo Soljan follows Kurt's essay 
with his own take on how ideas get developed. Collaboration is the key here and 
Ivo' s essay reminds us of what a rich and artistic process collaboration and com-
posing really is. 
Jim Persoon saw Shakespeare on television the other night. That's how he be-
gins, and before bringing things to a close in this essay, he shares a fascinating 
account of the representations of high art in American popular culture. 
There is much good fiction and poetry in this issue as well. Roger Ellis offers 
something that teeters between autobiography and fiction. Liz Harris shares her 
award-winning translations of the Italian poet, Rocco Scotellaro. And we have origi-
nal poems from our own faculty and poets recently associated with GVSU. 
Finally, William Levitan wraps up this issue with a review of a recent film by 
Joel Coen & Ethan Coen, Oh Brother, Where Art Thou. 
I look forward to reading submissions for the next issue. You may send them 
directly to my office in 147 LSH. A call for new work, a description of upcoming 
journal themes, and deadlines may be found at www.gvsu.edu/royerd/gvreview. 
-Dan Royer 
Editor 
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